REMARKS 

The examiner objects to the title as not descriptive of the invention as reflected in the 

claims. 

The application includes claims 7-24 prior to entering this amendment. 

The examiner rejects claims 7-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter that the 
applicants regard as the invention. The examiner rejects claims 7-24 under the judicially created 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting rejection as being unpatentable over claims 1-29 
of Armistead et al. (U.S. Patent 6,260,071). The examiner rejects claims 7-24 under the 
judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting rejection as being unpatentable 
over claims 1-6 of Armistead et al. (U.S. Patent 6,643,703). The examiner rejects claims 7-24 
under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting rejection as being 
unpatentable over claims 1-17 Armistead et al. (U.S. Patent 6,529,959). The examiner rejects 
claims 7-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Drottar et al. (U.S. Patent 
6,094,683). 

The applicants amend claims 7-16 and 19-24. 

The application remains with claims 7-24 after entering this amendment. 
The applicants add no nev^^ matter and request reconsideration. 

Specification Objections 
The applicants amend the title to more clearly describe that which the applicants' claim. 
The applicants amend paragraph 1 to update the application's priority information. 

Claim Rejections Under § 112 

The applicants amend claims 7-9, 1 1, and 22 to obviate the examiner's rejections under § 

112. 

The applicants have made a good faith effort to correct all other instances where proper 
antecedent basis was not previously provided. 
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The applicants authorize the examiner, without the need of further contact by the 
examiner, to enter an examiner's amendment to correct other instances where antecedent basis is 
lacking. 

Double Patenting Rejection 

The applicants submit a terminal disclaimer disclaiming the terminal part of any patent 

granted on the present application relative to the Armistead '071, '703, and '959 patents. The 
applicants file a single terminal disclaimer disclaiming all three Armistead patents since all three 
Armistead patents are commonly owned by Cisco Technology, Inc. The disclaimer should 
obviate the examiner's double patenting rejection based on Armistead '071, '703, and '959. 

Claim Rejections Under § 102 

The examiner rejects claims 7-24 as old over Drottar. The applicants traverse for the 
reasons that follow. 

The present application describes and claims a call control system and method for 
automatically routing multi-link circuit switched data connections based on stored behavioral 
information. A routing means monitors the behavioral characteristics of a previous cormection 
from an originating client means and stores data relating to the characteristics of the previous 
connection. Data is stored regarding the previous cormection that is not available until after call 
completion of the previous connection. Put differently, the data is not available until after the 
previous connection is terminated, ended, or completed. When the originating client means 
initiates a subsequent connection, the routing means retrieves the data relating to the behavioral 
characteristics of the previous connection and routes the subsequent connection along a route 
that is advantageous given the behavioral characteristics of the subsequent connection. 

The specification explains that "the information which identifies a connection as part of a 
multi-link connection is typically not available until after a connection has been completed ." And 
that the "principle at work in the present invention is to track characteristics of connections which 
cannot be determined until after call completion and which can be used to more efficiently route the 
connection and associate them vwth the originating client.. . .Routing processor 550 then effects 
efficient routing of the calls to optimize resource utilization in the communications system based 
upon the link characteristics of previous calls from those cUents." Emphasis added. 
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Claim 1 recites a routing means... to store a data entry means identifying the originating 
means as a potential source of a multi-link connection means, the data entry means being 
available once the originating means has completed a first link with the terminating means 
throush a selected device means .... Claim 20 recites accessing a database to retrieve 
connection characteristic information relating to the first communication lin k after ending the 
first communication link and before ending the second communication link . In Drottar, the fabric 
manager 120 accesses the topology database 121 "to identify the nodes in the network and the 
links existing between the nodes." Column 5, lines 54-56. Nothing in Drottar discloses that the 
fabric manager 120 accesses the topology database 121 once the originating means has 
completed a first link with the terminatins means or after ending the first communication link 
and before ending the second communication link as required by claims 1 and 20. Contrary to 
the examiner's assertion that "no temporal order was claimed for the acts and/or functions," the 
cited limitations indicate a temporal order to operations undertaken by the routing means and the 
method's steps that patentably distinguish the claims from Drottar. 



The applicants request reconsideration and allowance of all remaining claims. The 
applicants encourage the examiner to telephone the undersigned at (503) 222-3613 if h appears 
that an interview would be helpful in advancing the case. 
Customer No. 20575 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 




Graciela 6. Cowger 
Reg. No. 42,444 



)HNSON & McCOLLOM, P.C. 



MARGER JOHNSON & McCOLLOM, P.C. 
210 SW Morrison Street, Suite 400 
Portland, OR 97204 
503-222-3613 



Amendment 



Page 9 of 9 



DOC. No. 2705-307 
SERIAL No. fO/655,812 



